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MONTH AT A GLANCE
(K-12 All School Event; PS = Primary School; ES = Elementary School; MS = Middle School; HS = High School;
DAAPA; MESAC/EAC) We encourage parents to check weekly as occasionally dates or times may change.

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

June 2017

11

PS/ES Day 9
MS/HS Day 1

12

PS/ES Day 10
MS/HS Day 2

13

PS/ES Day 1
MS/HS Day 3

14

PS/ES Day 2
MS/HS Day 4

WEEKEND

PS/ES Day 3
MS/HS Day 5

16

17

Grade 8
Completion
Ceremony
12:15pm
DAA Auditorium
PS/ES Day 8
MS/HS Day 2

23

24

15

HS Semester Exams
Grade 2 Scarf Donations / STS Fill the Bus Campaign
ES Library
Book Souk

18

PS/ES Day 4
MS/HS Day 6

19

PS/ES Day 5
MS/HS Day 7

20

PS/ES Day 6
MS/HS Day 8

21

PS/ES Day 7
MS/HS Day 1

22

MS June Week
HS Semester Exams
Grade 5
Completion
Ceremony
8:30 am
DAA Auditorium

Last Day of School
12:00 dismissal

Important Announcement for those withdrawing from DAA
at the end of the school year:
Please inform Ms. Sora Galbadrakh <s.galbadrakh_daa@gemsedu.com> from the Registrar's office as soon
as possible. Final paperwork may be delayed if you have not yet indicated that you are leaving.

GEMS - DUBAI AMERICAN ACADEMY
Telephone 04 347-9222
e-mail: communication_daa @ gemsedu.com
DAA Website: www.gemsaa-dubai.com GEMS Website: www.gemseducation.com

ALL SCHOOL NEWS
FROM THE SUPERINTENDENTS’ OFFICE
Hello DAA Community,

ALL SCHOOL NEWS

It has been another exciting week at Dubai American
Academy. We have spent time getting to know the new
campus with students and teachers at all levels visiting.
Our leadership team had a focused session on innovation
in education and innovative learning environments.
Teachers got hands on with robotics and coding during
engaging Professional Development sessions. It has been
fantastic having these community building activities to set
our journey of travel. DAAPA has also gotten involved and
is collaboratively planning exciting events for the 20172018 school year.
We spent time getting support staff together and shared
the mapping of learning spaces and offices in the new
campus. This means the packing process is in full swing and
we did a full facilities tour of DAA so we know what is
coming with! Many lists and green arrows supporting the
logistics of this move. It really is a reflective process
combined with spring cleaning.
Much of the shifting will happen over the summer. This
includes more than just the physical resources! Our
dedicated project manager from GEMS Corporate Office
will be there every step of the way liaising with numerous
departments to ensure as seamless as transition as possible.
Please remember even in a smooth transition; innovation is
messy work! I appreciate your support and flexibility.
Enjoy the week ahead,
Ben Voborsky
Acting Superitendent
For opinions and comments, email
daafuture@gemsedu.com
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PRIMARY POINTS (Kindergarten 1 - Grade 2)
FROM THE PS PRINCIPAL’S DESK
Dear PS Parents,

PRIMARY POINTS

For our students, the transition to the new DAA campus next year holds much excitement, but
understandably, also some reservations. I am sure that for many of you, your child has already
expressed what he might be worried about with this move. Below are some ways that you can
support them with this transition:
• Have them pose for pictures at their favorite play structure on the playground, in front of
their cubby, or at their class door as these pictures will help them to honor their memories of
the “old DAA”
• Encourage them to write or draw a book of their favorite things about DAA
• As a family, visit the new school now or before school begins, to tour the school grounds
and facilities
• Drive the new route to school
• Look at playgrounds, gym, fields, the cafeteria, etc. to start to get a sense of the space,
etc.
GRADE 2 RAMADAN INITIATIVE
Dear Families,
Ramadan Kareem!!
Ramadan is the time of giving. In second grade we have been
talking about how lucky we all are that we have shelter, we have
food, we can go to school, and we are loved by family and friends.
We have been thinking about a way of how we can help a big
number of people with a small gesture: We are asking DAA families
to donate scarves for construction workers, who are working so hard in the heat while many of
them are abiding by the Islamic traditions of fasting. Scarves protect the workers from the sun, keep
them just a little bit cooler and can keep the dust away.
Scarves can be small or large but they should be made of a light material (cotton and not
pashmina).
From June 11- 15 there will be boxes in the foyer, where you can drop off your scarf donations. The
scarves will be delivered to the Ministry of Labor and distributed to the construction workers.
Thank you so much, and
Ramadan Kareem
Upcoming Events:
June 21
Report cards mailed home
June 22
Last day of school
12:00 Dismissal (no lunches served)
Best Regards,
Laura King and Nathalie Salameh
PS Administrative Team
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ELEMENTARY ESSENTIALS Grades 3-5
FROM THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL OFFICE
What a great year! While there are still a two weeks to go, I want to thank all of you for your
support of the Elementary School teachers and program this year. We are proud of all that we
have achieved together with you.
Remember to take time to enjoy the many special small moments within these last busy weeks!
Book Souk: It’s time for the annual Book Souk in the library! The Book Souk will take place Monday,
June 12.

ELEMENTARY ESSENTIALS

The Book Souk is an opportunity for students to trade in good quality, Elementary-School-ageappropriate books for other students’ gently used books.
This is an optional activity. Interested students should bring up to 5 (only) books they would like to
trade to the library anytime until Monday morning, June 12.
Clean off your shelves at home, and get some free summer reading material for the kids! Please
join us!
Grade 5 Completion Ceremony: The Grade 5 Completion Ceremony will be on Monday, June 19th
for all Grade 5 students. Parents of Grade 5 students are invited to join the ceremony at 8:30am in
the auditorium. Grade 5 students will be allowed to leave with their families following the
ceremony (this does not include other students in the Elementary or the siblings of grade 5
students). Invitations will be sent home with students with more information later. The dress for for
grade 5 students on this special occasion will be 'smart': collared shirts and dress pants for boys;
modest dresses/skirts for girls (no bare shoulders), dressy sandals or shoes.
The Mawada Project - Helping the Refugee Children in Syria (from
our Student Council Teacher Leader, Dana Connors): There are
over 5 million Syrian refugees and almost 1/2 are children ages 0–
17. Students at DAA and Nations wanted these children to feel
loved and cared for during their Eid celebrations. GEMS partnered
with the Mawada project to make refugee's Eid wishes come true.
On Wednesday, June 7th, students from DAA visited Nations, to
work alongside representatives from the Mawada project. Students
made dolls for refugee children living in a refugee camp in Jordan.
It was an amazing experience and many dolls were made to be
delivered in time for Eid (check out our pictures on this page!)
Over the next two weeks, our Grade 4 and 5 students will have an
opportunity to also get involved and make dolls and support this
worthwhile cause. The lessons our students learn, in addition to
seeing student power at work, means that both the children giving
and receiving will be rewarded by this experience.
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ELEMENTARY ESSENTIALS Grades 3-5, continued
From the Counselor:

ELEMENTARY ESSENTIALS

TIPS TO PREVENT SUMMER BRAIN DRAIN
• Think of your summer vacation as a teachable moment and use opportunities to get your
kids reading, doing math, learning geography without them even realizing it. If you plan to
travel let kids go online to one of the travel sites to help ³research² the journey to and from
the vacation site as well as interesting places to visit around the vacation site. Find things
for kids to measure or add up, talk about the weather or the oceans these activities may
help exercise young minds.
•

Make sure your child is reading. Research shows that children who are not reading will lose
many of the skills and information gained during the school year. Lisel Rosenthal suggests
organizing a book club for kids. It is a great way to foster a love of reading and get kids
talking about books. Utilize the public libraries, take kids to bookstores and allow them to
choose books they would like to read for fun.

•

Museums, the zoo, aquarium, planetarium, concerts and parks also provide opportunities
for learning while having fun. Have kids keep a journal (writing skills) of their activities and
perhaps e-mail friends and relatives about what they are doing.

•

Build or bake. When kids build or bake they learn about reading directions and measuring
and it is good for their self-esteem when they create and share the finished product.
KEEP IT BALANCED AND KEEP IT FUN

It is probably a good time now to think of how to keep these young brains stimulated and bodies
moving over the summer vacation. Keep it simple, fun and exciting. But don¹t forget that summer
is also for relaxing, playing, taking time off and just being a kid.
Yearbook: If you haven't already ordered your yearbook for the 16-17 school year, you may still
order one through the ES Office for AED100. Yearbooks will be distributed during the last week of
school. Please note that the Primary school has their OWN yearbook and can be ordered at the PS
OFFICE.
Report Cards: Report Cards will be emailed home on Wednesday, June 21st. Please ensure that all
textbooks and library books have returned to avoid having your report card held.
Last day of school: Thursday, June 22nd at 12pm.
Respectfully,
Roberta Wiens and Kit Wilding
ES Admin Team
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MIDDLE SCHOOL MESSAGES (Grades 6-8)

MIDDLE SCHOOL MESSAGES

FROM THE MIDDLE SCHOOL OFFICE
As this is the last full Spots of the year, on behalf of MS Admin and the entire MS Staff, we want to
take this opportunity to thank our DAA middle school community for another fantastic year. We
have been so impressed with the drive, talents, thoughtfulness and eagerness to learn that has
been demonstrated by our students. As we pack up and get ready to move to the new campus,
we are feeling nostalgic about our current DAA home and excited about all that is made available
for us in our new home. For those of you that are moving away, we will miss you and wish you all
the best. For those continuing on with us, we look forward to making history together - see you in
September!
Final Reporting - TRC/Library: We kindly ask parents to check in with your Middle Schooler to see if
there are any outstanding books due to the library. In addition, as students return texts to the TRC,
we often find that some items are missing. Our Semester 2 reports will be emailed out on June 22nd
as long as all books/texts have been returned to the library and TRC. Students are encouraged to
check carefully to ensure that accounts are clear.
Yearbooks: We are planning on having a time on Wednesday for students to get their yearbooks
signed by friends. If you haven’t yet purchased your yearbook, you can do so at the reception.
Yearbooks cost 100 AED.
Grade 8 Completion Ceremony: We are excited to celebrate all the accomplishments of our
middle school ‘seniors’ before they move up to high school and become the ‘freshman’. On
Thursday, June 15th at 12:15pm we will hold a ceremony in the auditorium to celebrate the end of
this phase in their journey. We will have a time after this ceremony for families and friends to take
pictures with one another in the cafeteria. In the evening, starting at 7:00pm until 9:00pm, the
grade 8 students will have their very own dance in the cafeteria.
June Week - June 18th to 22nd: As we did last year, we are planning to host our second annual
June week activities. During the week of June 18th to 22nd, we will follow a different schedule and
focus on different ways of learning. Our goal is to create alternative learning experiences that
provide students with the opportunity to take risks and explore topics that are not a part of our
normal curriculum but are essential life skills. On June 18th, students will build their own schedule for
the week. Here is the JUNE WEEK information guide for students to look at to help them figure out
what works best for them. During this week, we are also planning some student tours of the new
campus. In order for students to get on the bus, they will need to bring back a permission slip to
leave the campus. They have been provided with a hard copy, but in case it is lost, we are
providing a link to print off a new one. Dress for June Week should be regular uniform, color house
shirt with jeans or PE shorts or their PE kit. They will need to dress based on the activities they choose
to partake in.
MOGA - June 22nd: We will host our final MOGA activities on Thursday, June 22nd from 8:30am until
noon. Students should wear their color house shirt with PE shorts and proper running shoes. Students
will not have access to their lockers and should not bring their computer.
Student Council 2017-18: We are normally announcing at this time our new President and Vice
President for the middle school. We have decided to wait until we are in the new building and
have all of our students who can participate in the vote. We would like to send a huge thank you
to Rita Dahi, Ameer Amdani, Emir Yucedag and the grade level representatives who were part of
our Student Council this year. We would also like to thank Ms. Moffat and Ms. Cantu for all the work
they have done with the students.
Starting 2017-18: We would like to share the beginning of year information and school supply list
with all of you so you can start preparing over the summer.
Warmest regards,
Joan Wiens and Luke Spencer
MS Admin
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HIGH SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS (Grades 9-12)
END OF YEAR RETURN PROCEDURES FOR TRC MATERIALS – HIGH SCHOOL
Dear Parents,
Please follow these guidelines for the collection of all TRC Resources at the end of year. High
School: The last day for returning student books is on the exam day of the course.

HIGH SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS

•
•
•

All students will receive an exam permit to take the exam (this will mean that they have
been to TRC to return their books and spoken with TRC staff.
All students are required to return the books/novels of the subject in which they will be
taking their exam. So if they have two exams on the same day, they will have to come to
the TRC twice to receive their exam passes and turn in books.
Lost/damaged books will have to be paid for by the student concerned. In case the
book/resource is found, the money will be refunded. Report cards, diplomas and transfer
certificates will be held until all accounts are cleared.

Thank you for your continuous help and support.
Souraya Itani, HS TRC
FROM THE HIGH SCHOOL OFFICE
What just happened…………..?
Awards and Graduation 2017 - We had a great awards ceremony on Wednesday, May 31st where
over 150 awards and recognitions were presented. At the end the Seniors presented their gift on
stage. DAA 2017 in giant lettering! This was followed by our Senior graduation on Thursday, June 1.
Congratulations to all our graduates and we wish you all the best wherever life may take you.

Cagebirds
On Tuesday, June 6, our Student Ensemble Class presented a play to their peers. The piece, an
absurd piece which questions conformity and society, was student led with Yamini Jain directing
and the class as a whole adding elements of Theatre of Cruelty and Epic Theatre that they had
learned about in class. In this extraordinary play,
a "room", a "cage", "people" and "captive birds"
all become confused until a dramatic climax in
which we suddenly see reality. Six characters live
in a locked room, each absorbed in her own
petty interest and in placating the "Mistress" who
takes care of them. Then a "Wild One" is thrust in
among them. She talks of breaking out of the
room to find freedom. She troubles the others
who remain secure in their cage, until they all
join against her in the shattering conclusion.
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HIGH SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS

HIGH SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS, continued
Ninth and Tenth Grade Elective Classes Share their
fairytales with PS/ES
Last week, the ninth and tenth grade Group Theatre
classes went over to the Elementary School from Monday
through Thursday to share fairytales that they had either
scripted or devised in groups. Group theatre focuses on
the building blocks of devising and creating drama
working on Mask, Mime, Drama Conventions and
scriptwriting. Students took on an individual role in the
group as performer, designer or director. Students went
from KG through Grade 5 sharing their fairytales with the
attentive students. There is nothing quite like the feeling
of performing live and having one's work appreciated
by a live audience. Huge thanks to the Primary and
Elementary classes and teachers for welcoming us.

Theatresports is back again in the High School in association with The Courtyard Playhouse Theatre
in Al Quoz. Theatresports is a form of improvisational theatre which uses the format of a competition
for dramatic effect. Opposing teams can perform
scenes based on audience suggestions, with ratings
by the audience or by a panel of judges. Developed
by director Keith Johnstone in Canada in 1977, the
concept of Theatre sports originated in Johnstone's
observations of techniques used in professional
wrestling to generate heat, or audience reaction.
DAA has a team of six budding enthusiasts who spent
the past 4 weeks training. At the end of the 4 weeks,
there will be an inter-school tournament at The
Courtyard Theatre in Al Quoz. DAA HS students have
won the tournament twice and have been runner up
once. Good luck to all students involved. See our
students in action here
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HIGH SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS, continued
Thank you so much for all your fantastic submissions for
the Photography Competition. There's a really great
variety of work from both teachers and HS students.

HIGH SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS

The exhibition is on permanent display in the MS/HS
reception area. ( See photos)
Please stop by and pick your favorite image from each
category. "Vacation Destination" "Neighborhood" and
"Digital/Instagram"
Winners to be announced next week!

QUICK REFERENCE TO SEMESTER TWO EXAMS 2017
IB I Exams (Grade 11) Ramadan times are between 8:30 - 1:30
TIME
June 11
June 12
June 13
June 14
Classroom
Sun
Mon
Tues
Wed
8:30-10:00

English SL
(Lit only)
English 11

History
HL / SL

Math St
Math Ap

Psychology
HL/SL

June 15
Thurs

June 18
Sun

June 19
Mon

ITGS
HL/ SL

Spanish
HL/ SL AB
initio

Computer
Science/
HL /SL

Chemistry
11/12
8:30-10:30

11:00 -12:30

English HL
Lit only)
Lang & Lit
doing
IOCs*
BREAK
Business
HL/SL

Math SL
Math HL

Biology SL
and HL

Music
HL /SL
Conflicts

BREAK
French HL/
SL/ AB

BREAK
Economics
HL /SL

BREAK
DT HL /SL
Chemistry HL
/ SL

11:00 - 1:00

BREAK
Arabic
SL/HL

BREAK

BREAK
Conflicts

Arabic A

ESS
HL / SL

Physics
HL / SL

*A separate timetable will be shared with the students by the English department for the IOC s
Grades 9 + 10
TIME
Classrooms
8:30 - 10:00

11:00- 12:30

Ramadan timings are between 8:30 - 1:30
June 13
June 14
Tues
Wed
History 10
Math 9
BREAK
French II, III,
IV

English 10
History 9
BREAK
Spanish II, III,
IV

June 15
Thurs

June 18
Sun

June 19
Mon

Science 10
English 9
BREAK
Arabic, I, II,
III, IV

Math 10
Science 9
BREAK
Arabic
Native 9
& 10

Conflicts
BREAK
Conflicts
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ATHLETICS AND ACTIVITIES

EAC

ATHLETICS AND ACTIVITIES

Emirates Athletics Conference
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COMMUNITY NOTES
SUMMER HOLIDAY CAMPS
Dear Parents,

COMMUNITY NOTES

As we look towards the fast-approaching Summer Holiday, DAA would like to recommend the ESM
Multi-Activity Camp to all families, which will be running at multiple different venues during the
holidays.
ESM, winners of the SPIA 2017 Gold Award for
Best Sports Youth Academy or Organization
have an outstanding reputation providing
safe, fun and fulfilling activities to ensure your
child enjoys the school holidays with qualified
sporting professionals.
Children between the ages of 4 and 11 years
old will have lots of fun staying active with
various sports & activities on offer, using our
very own indoor facilities. Activities will include
mini-tennis, basketball, karate, dodgeball,
football, arts & crafts and fun splash sessions
with the additional option of swimming
lessons.
Bus Transportation is provided to the closest
venue to where you live and needs to be
booked before the 18th June 2017!
Camp timings:
•
•
•
•

Drop off is from: 08:15
Activities Start: 09:00
Activities Finish: 13:30
Pick up is from: 13:30 -13:45

All GEMS students receive a 30% discount on
weekly bookings when registering and paying online at
www.esportsholidaycamps.com/page/registration
What to bring: Swimming kit, Towel, Water bottle, Snack and Lunch Everyday
Click on the link to find out more: Summer camp Booklet
If you have any questions, please email holidaycamp@esm.ae
We look forward to welcoming you!
ESM Holiday Camp Team
______________________________________
MAKE RAMADAN DREAMS COME TRUE WITH STUFF THE BUS!
School Transport Services (STS) is sponsoring STUFF THE BUS, a Ramadan school supply and gift drive.
Items can be dropped off in the PSES Foyer.
Make dreams come true this Ramadan
by donating any of these items for less
privileged children:
• School supplies
• Lunch boxes
• Games & toys
• Any other gifts
Please don’t forget to collect your free
goodie bag in return! Thank you for your
support.
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WEEKLY MENUS

CAFETERIA MENUS

Primary/Elementary School Menu

Middle/High School Menu
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